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criteria, unless statute provides other-
wise, must be the: 

(1) Technical merits of the proposed 
research and development; and 

(2) Potential relationship of the pro-
posed research and development to De-
partment of Defense missions. 

[63 FR 12164, Mar. 12, 1998, as amended at 70 
FR 49464, Aug. 23, 2005; 72 FR 34988, June 26, 
2007; 85 FR 51242, Aug. 19, 2020] 

§ 22.320 Special competitions. 
Some programs may be competed for 

programmatic or policy reasons among 
specific classes of potential recipients. 
An example would be a program to en-
hance U.S. capabilities for academic 
research and research-coupled graduate 
education in defense-critical, science 
and engineering disciplines, a program 
that would be competed specifically 
among institutions of higher edu-
cation. All such special competitions 
shall be consistent with program rep-
resentations in the President’s budget 
submission to Congress and with subse-
quent Congressional authorizations 
and appropriations for the programs. 

Subpart D—Recipient Qualification 
Matters—General Policies and 
Procedures 

§ 22.400 Purpose. 
The purpose of this subpart is to 

specify policies and procedures for 
grants officers’ determination of re-
cipient qualifications prior to award. 

§ 22.405 Policy. 
(a) General. Grants officers normally 

shall award grants or cooperative 
agreements only to qualified recipients 
that meet the standards in § 22.415. This 
practice conforms with the Govern-
mentwide policy to do business only 
with responsible persons, which is stat-
ed in OMB guidance at 2 CFR 180.125(a) 
and implemented by the Department of 
Defense in 2 CFR part 1125. 

(b) Exception. In exceptional cir-
cumstances, grants officers may make 
awards to recipients that do not fully 
meet the standards in § 22.415 and in-
clude special award conditions that are 
appropriate to the particular situation, 
in accordance with 32 CFR 34.4 for 
awards to for-profit organizations or as 

described in OMB guidance at 2 CFR 
200.207 for awards to institutions of 
higher education, nonprofit organiza-
tions, States, local governments, and 
Indian tribes. 

[63 FR 12164, Mar. 12, 1998, as amended at 70 
FR 49464, Aug. 23, 2005; 72 FR 34988, June 26, 
2007; 85 FR 51242, Aug. 19, 2020] 

§ 22.410 Grants officers’ responsibil-
ities. 

The grants officer is responsible for 
determining a recipient’s qualification 
prior to award. The grants officer’s sig-
nature on the award document shall 
signify his or her determination that 
either: 

(a) The potential recipient meets the 
standards in § 22.415 and is qualified to 
receive the grant or cooperative agree-
ment; or 

(b) An award is justified to a recipi-
ent that does not fully meet the stand-
ards, pursuant to § 22.405(b). In such 
cases, grants officers shall document in 
the award file the rationale for making 
an award to a recipient that does not 
fully meet the standards. 

§ 22.415 Standards. 
To be qualified, a potential recipient 

must: 
(a) Have the management capability 

and adequate financial and technical 
resources, given those that would be 
made available through the grant or 
cooperative agreement, to execute the 
program of activities envisioned under 
the grant or cooperative agreement. 

(b) Have a satisfactory record of exe-
cuting such programs or activities (if a 
prior recipient of an award). 

(c) Have a satisfactory record of in-
tegrity and business ethics. 

(d) Be otherwise qualified and eligi-
ble to receive a grant or cooperative 
agreement under applicable laws and 
regulations (see § 22.420(c)). 

§ 22.420 Pre-award procedures. 
(a) The appropriate method to be 

used and amount of effort to be ex-
pended in deciding the qualification of 
a potential recipient will vary. In de-
ciding on the method and level of ef-
fort, the grants officer should consider 
factors such as: 

(1) DoD’s past experience with the re-
cipient; 
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